Sample Public School
Student Internet Publishing

Statement of Purpose

Sample Public School and the NSW Department of Education and Training are pleased to offer our students access to the World Wide Web and other electronic networks.  The advantages afforded by the rich, digital resources available today through the Internet outweigh any disadvantage.  However, it is important to remember that access is a privilege, not a right, and carries with it responsibilities for all involved.  Internet safety is also an important concern.
With each enrolment into a NSW Public School, parental permission is required to allow students to access the Internet at school following the guidelines of the NSW Department of Education & Training’s User Access Policy. In recent times, Internet-based resources have become more interactive, allowing students to publish work, visible to a wider, often global audience through resources such as a classroom blog.
Online communication is critical to our students’ learning of 21st Century Skills and tools such as blogging, podcasting and video production offer an authentic, real-world vehicle for student expression.  Publishing student pictures and work on websites promotes learning, collaboration and provides an opportunity to share the achievements of students. Images and products of students would only be included on school websites without identifying captions or names. Again, as educators, our primary responsibility to students is their safety.  Hence, expectations for classroom blog, student protected e-mail, podcast projects or other Web interactive use must follow all established Internet safety guidelines. 

Internet Safety

· Parents and Users.  Despite the best efforts of supervision and internet filtering, all users and their parents/guardians are advised that access to the electronic network may include the potential for access to materials inappropriate for school-aged students.  Every user must take responsibility for his or her use of the network and Internet and avoid these sites. 

· Personal Safety.  In using the network and Internet, users should not reveal personal information such as home address or telephone number. Users should never arrange a face-to-face meeting with someone “met” on the Internet without a parent’s permission.

· Confidentiality of Student Information.  Personally identifiable information concerning students may not be disclosed or used in any way on the Internet without the permission of a parent or guardian.  Users should never give out private or confidential information about themselves or others on the Internet. 
· Active Restriction Measures.  The NSW Department of Education and Training utilises filtering software and other technologies to prevent students from accessing websites that are (1) obscene, (2) pornographic, (3) harmful to minors and; (4) Anti-social, or promote illegal activity. The use of anonymous proxies to bypass content filters is strictly prohibited and will be considered a violation of the acceptable use policy. The school also monitors the online activities of students, through direct observation and/or technological means.  
Student Use of New Web Tools 

Blogging/Podcasting Terms and Conditions:

· The use of blogs, podcasts or other web 2.0 tools is considered an extension of the classroom. Therefore, any speech that is considered inappropriate in the classroom is also inappropriate in all uses of blogs, podcasts, or other web 2.0 tools. This includes but is not limited to profanity; racist, sexist or discriminatory remarks.
· Students contributing to the class blogs, podcasts or other web tools are expected to act safely by keeping ALL personal information out of their content. A student should NEVER post personal information on the web (including, but not limited to, last names, personal details including address or phone numbers). 
· Comments made on class blogs must be moderated by the teacher and - if deemed inappropriate – deleted. 
· Links to external web sites from the class blog or from a blog comment are to be checked to verify they are appropriate for a school setting.
· Students who do not abide by these terms and conditions may lose their opportunity to take part in the class blog project and lose internet access privileges as specified in the School Discipline Policy.
School Responsibilities 

· Will provide developmentally appropriate guidance to students as they make use of telecommunications and electronic information resources to conduct research and other studies related to the school curriculum.

· Use of networked resources will be in support of educational goals.

· Treat student infractions of the Acceptable Use Policy according to the school discipline policy.
· Provide alternate activities for students who do not have permission to use the internet.

Sample Public School
Student Internet Publishing – Parent/Guardian Consent Form

Under the supervision and guidance of _____________________________, Class ________ will be developing a class blog which will include student images and work consisting of artworks, stories, reports, podcasts and videos that relate directly to our normal classwork. The class blog will be hosted on the internet making the work visible by parents/guardians and relatives at home as well as to other internet users around the world.
As a parent or legal guardian of  __________________________ , I have read and understand the Student Internet Publishing Guidelines and I agree to the following:
(Please tick where appropriate – leave boxes blank if NO consent is granted)

As a parent or legal guardian or the student named above, I grant permission for my child’s photo without identifying name or caption to appear on any school website 

As a parent or legal guardian or the student named above, I grant permission for child’s school work to be published without identifying name or caption to appear on on any school website
Childs Name (Please Print):
_________________________________________________
Parent (Guardian) Signature: 
_________________________________________________
Date:



_____ /______ /_________
Please complete and return this form by: 
